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Template Letter of Support for AG’s Truancy Package
The Honorable Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr.
Governor of California
State Capitol, Suite 1173
Sacramento, CA  95814
Fax: (916) 558-3160
 
Re: Attorney General Kamala D. Harris Truancy Legislation (AB 1866 (Bocanegra); AB 1672 (Holden); AB 2141 (Hall/Bonta); AB 1643 (Buchanan)  - SIGNATURE REQUEST
Dear Governor Brown:
I write to urge your signature on California Attorney General Kamala D. Harris's truancy legislative package. Every kid counts, and elementary school truancy and chronic absence are at crisis levels in California. Studies show absenteeism in elementary schools has a direct correlation to high school dropout rates and the economic success of our state. Furthermore, students who do not complete high school are more likely to become either perpetrators or victims of crime. With this legislation, local school districts will be empowered with the tools they need to track and analyze student attendance patterns.
Upon being signed into law, these four bills will assist schools, districts and counties as they work with families to address the core reasons behind elementary school truancy and chronic absenteeism. Furthermore, these bills will provide local school districts and counties with tools to implement the Local Control Funding Formula's (LCFF's) prioritization of attendance and chronic absence, especially for at-risk students.
These bills were born out of Attorney General Harris' 2013 report, In School + On Track. Assembly Bill (AB) 1866 will enhance the state Department of Education's student record system to include fields on truancy and absenteeism. This bill will allow local school districts to monitor and analyze attendance patterns, as required under LCFF. AB 1672 will require that local SARBs (School Attendance Review Boards) report annually on referral rates to county offices of education and expand these reports to include information on student enrollment, absence and truancy rates, district attorney referrals and SARB intervention outcomes. AB 1643 will add representatives of a county district attorney's office and county public defender's office to both county and local SARBs and clarify that a county SARB may accept referrals for truancy hearings from local school districts within its jurisdiction. Lastly, AB 2141 requires that when a parent or student is referred to a district attorney's office or any other agency engaged in prosecution or mediation of truancy cases, that agency must provide the referring agency with the outcome of the referral.
[INSERT DESCRIPTION OF YOUR ORGANIZATION AND YOUR ROLE] (Note: Field will expand with text.)
The Attorney General's bill package is an important step in reducing truancy and chronic absenteeism. Signing these bills into law will further ensure our children's fundamental right to an education and create a safer, smarter and stronger community for California. I respectfully request the Attorney General's truancy legislation be signed into law.
cc:              Gareth Elliot, Legislative Secretary, Office of the Governor (Fax: 916-558-3177)
Cathy McBride, Deputy Legislative Secretary, Office of the Governor (Fax: 916-558-3177)
The Honorable Raul Bocanegra, California State Assembly (Fax: 916-319-2139)
The Honorable Chris Holden, California State Assembly (Fax: (916) 319-2141)
The Honorable Joan Buchanan, California State Assembly (Fax: (916) 319-2116)
The Honorable Isadore Hall, California State Assembly (Fax: (916) 319-2164)
The Honorable Rob Bonta, California State Assembly (Fax: (916) 319-2118)
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